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It’s nice to be able to speak to an ecumenical congregation – because you can say things that, if 
you were only speaking to your own, would be interpreted as having a dig at someone in 
particular. Now, I can speak with bold freedom because if you hear something that sounds like a 
dig, you can – and will – all think “he must be talking about the people from that other church”. 
 
So here goes: have you ever looked around the church and marvelled at what a hopeless ragtag 
bunch of wannabes we all are? 
 
I’m sure the first apostles did exactly that – more than a few times. A tax collector, a thief, two 
brothers with unbridled ambition and a flaring temper, a fisherman with a penchant for tilting at 
every windmill; making the boldest claims and the most horrendous mistakes,  
 
God placed all things under Christ’s feet and appointed him to be head over everything [for] the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
 
I’m going to go out on a limb here and say that there’s a different way to translate this; if you 
compare your translations they all differ; some say that God placed all things under Christ’s feet 
and appointed him to be the head over everything FOR the Church, or TO the church, or … it is 
really unclear – because the Greek doesn’t have that little word “for” or “to” at all. It is just plain 
not there. 
 
And that’s unusual for Paul – I don’t know about you – ; he is usually abundantly clear! 
I rarely have reason to wonder “you foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you?” – hmmm … I 
wonder what he really means? 
 
I think Paul is leaving this one for us to mull over on purpose. 
 
I think it’s a fair translation, and taking into account everything else Paul says about the Church – it 
is consistent. I believe Paul is saying: 
 
God placed all things under Christ’s feet and appointed him to be head over everything THROUGH 
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
 
But regardless of how you interpret that one little word – here is what I want to dwell on today. 
 
You are the Church. You are His Body. You are the FULLNESS of Him who fills everything in every 
way! 
 
You are the body of Christ. 
You have the mind of Christ 
You have the authority of Christ 
You have the power of Christ 
 
… oh that we only have the love of Christ, so that we may remain united to the Father, remain in 
His love, remain in our identity. 
 
Do you know the treasure you have in each other? 
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On your own you can do nothing – but together you are the Church. Against you, the gates of hell 
cannot stand. 
 
On your own you can do nothing – but together you are the body of Christ – touching the world 
with His hands, extending His rule of peace and justice, bringing His healing, proclaiming His 
victory. 
 
God has given you His own glory – John says; it is you, it is in you. 
 
Our power, our witness, our integrity lies in our standing together. Standing as one body, Standing 
as the people of one hope, one faith, one baptism; one lord and Father of all ! 
 
I cannot enough emphasize the power of the people of God united. 
 
I don’t know if you know, but today begins a call to prayer for evangelisation that spans the globe, 
and spans the full range Christian denominations. That is the prayer of the people of God united. 
 
Jesus says that when we are one, the world will know that God sent Him. Jesus says that in our 
love for one another, lies the power of our testimony. Jesus spends his last public prayer before 
being handed over to suffering and death, praying that His Church would be one. 
 
Let that be our prayer also, and may it spread into our minds, our hearts our hands.  
So that we may truly bear the presence of Christ to this world! 
 
Amen 


