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Pew Leaflet 
Once our desire for God is awakened, and once we realise that His desire for us is unquenchable 
(whichever happens first) we are in uncharted territory. 
  
God does not approach two persons the same, and His love is not experienced by two persons the 
same. I’m not saying that there are not similarities – but as unique as we are from each other, so 
unique is the way God reveals His love to us. 
  
There are no roads here, there is only the dance of lover and beloved that makes a path. A 
constant searching and finding each other; new depths of love, new experiences, new degrees of 
vulnerability and trust. 
  
God is entrusting us with His Heart, the Holy Spirit, the very tenderness between the Father and 
the Son. It is the most vulnerable act possibly available to God. 
  
May we learn to invite, embrace, honour and protect the presence of the Spirit within us. 
  
Anders Litzell 
Rector 

 
Sermon 
Who has been on a first date? Who can remember what it was like? Or, perhaps better, who 
remembers what it was like to go on the second and third dates? 
 
Those early times of romance are – typically – full of excitement, joy and ease – and a fair bit of 
uncertainty too; will there be another date? The sole focus on our being together is because 
we’ve been with each other before and it left an appetite for more. Our knowing of each other is 
superficial, but promising. 
 
At some point, things get more difficult – not worse – just more difficult, more complicated. You 
start, somehow, maybe intentionally or maybe driven by circumstance, to learn and discuss each 
other’s values, personality traits and future aspirations. I want children; 2, 5, 12; You want to 
move away from the city eventually; I am not sure I want to have a shared bank account – my 
parents never did; You want to play bridge every Thursday and you expect me to play too!? Two 
persons coming towards each other covers every area from the sublime to the ridiculous. 
 
The bride in the poem today is describing the inconvenience of being loved. He’s coming calling 
when I wasn’t expecting – and I am comfortable in my solitude. He is making requests on my time 
and my attention when I was expecting to be in charge of my own time and habits and be left 
undisturbed. 
 
What a great inconvenience this thing called love is; yes I want you in my life – but on my terms – 
don’t you come knocking when I’m not expecting. After all, this is how I have lived my life until 
now! Why should I have to change, just because you say you love me and you want me in your 
life!? 
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One way of reading our portion of the Song of Songs today, is that the bride is describing a 
dream; she is dreaming about her beloved, that he comes calling – and she wakes up expecting 
him to be there, but it was only a dream. The other reading is that she hears him knock through 
her sleep, and finally her desire to be with him overcomes her comfort and inconvenience. Either 
way – she does get up, but finds he is not there. 
 
Now, the table is turned, love has been awakened, and she who five minutes ago thought what a 
great inconvenience this was, is going looking for him – and this time she is not finding him. How 
frustrating! When He’s knocking, I don’t want to get up – and now that I’m looking for Him, I 
can’t find Him anywhere! 
 
Two chapters ago, this part was so easy; we walked out in the streets at night, looking for our 
Beloved, and He was there to be found, even in the darkness we still found him without effort. 
Why is it that now it is so difficult? The parallel with romance and dating – it was so easy to be 
with you in the beginning, we laughed and played, and now it’s like I don’t know what you want 
or what you expect from me – what is happening!? 
 
Maybe let’s bring the analogy across to prayer – because prayer is the time we set aside to be 
with our Beloved. When we get a prompting “pray for this person” or “pray with this person” – 
then we might be greatly inconvenienced – no, not now, I’m busy doing X, I had something quite 
different in mind – or “I don’t know that person well enough to offer to pray”! Then later, when 
we sit down to pray, perhaps we can’t seem to find the presence of God in our prayers. A bit like 
those early days of dating – No, of course I can’t talk to you on the phone now, I’m at work; I’ll see 
you tonight. What do you mean you are working late tonight – I do want to see you; just not now! 
 
How infuriating and unsatisfying this whole business! It was so much easier in the beginning, full 
of excitement and the world just revolved around the two of us! But, actually, it didn’t, the world 
still revolved around me, but our Beloved was happy to be drawn into the swirl of our self-
centredness, just to be close to us for a while; but that could never be the pattern of a long-term 
shared life with our beloved. 
 
I cannot say how much this reflects my own walk with God; at every stage of deepening of 
relationship with God, there seems to be this pattern: First, it’s easy – the next area to discover 
with God seems to open up for the exploration at will. Then, that, which was easy, is nowhere to 
be found. Will I search for it? Will I review the way I’ve been living until now, and reprioritise to 
make space for Him? Will I give up, or give chase? 
 
I could give you countless examples: I once learned a new way (well, new to me) to pray with the 
Bible; and it seemed as soon as I sat down to pray, God started speaking! Then, after a little 
while, it wore off, didn’t seem to work anymore, and I went back to praying the way I was used 
to, because it was easier. Now, I wonder what would have happened if I had persisted! 
 
When Kate and I were first introduced to healing ministry, healings were everywhere; we 
couldn’t shake a stick without people telling us about some experience they had of being healed, 
and when we prayed, people were being healed – then it seemed to slow down or even stop! 
This time, we didn’t stop, we gave chase, and we have been growing in this ministry instead. 
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I remember when, I think I was 18, and I first discovered singing worship songs to God, and I was 
amazed at what happened inside me when I did – but then that slowed down too – and my life of 
worship keeps following that pattern; easy and hard, easy and hard. But with every cycle of 
persistence, the worship becomes deeper. 
 
The greatest temptation is to say, when the easy gets hard: “it wasn’t real, it wasn’t meant to be, 
it wasn’t for me – or: if it were true love, it would be happily ever after by now!”. These are lies 
from the enemy – like saying “she didn’t answer the phone while she was in a business meeting – 
she doesn’t really love me, she doesn’t even like me!” 
 
I’m not saying that God is sometimes too busy to answer when we pray, but what I AM saying are 
two things: 
1)  It’s not all about me – I need to change my life and my routines because there is another 

person in my life! I don’t want to stay on first-date basis with God! I want to get past giving a 
good first impression and get on with truly knowing! I want to not just give away one 
weeknight per week to be with my Beloved – my goal is to be together all the time, so which 
part of my ingrained ways of life will I change first to make space for God to be alongside me? 

2) Going deeper with another person means every now and then we lose each other and find 
each other again – something happens and you think “whoa, this is a side of you I haven’t seen 
before” and it can be either exciting, or scary, or both – and that’s just when we’re dealing 
with humans. How much more when we are dealing with the infinite depths of God!? 
 

My message today is this: You’re not there yet! I’m not there yet! We are not there yet! We 
haven’t arrived at our final destination! There is more to God than this; and what we are 
experiencing now of God’s goodness and generosity and fellowship, can be snatched away 
tomorrow – either what we in this congregation have together, or what any one of you are 
experiencing with God. If, and when that happens, it is only an invitation to go deeper! If we are 
used to finding God in the streets and He is no longer there to be found – it is because He wants 
to show us where He lives! If we know where He lives and we are used to finding our beloved in 
the hallway of His house, and He is not there to be found, it is because He wants to show us the 
inner rooms. 
 
The dance is beginning – if He moves backwards, we move forward; if He moves to His left, we 
move to our right. What is the purpose of a dance? Nothing – and everything – the dance is 
perhaps nothing itself, but learning to follow our beloved, to read His motions and adjust 
ourselves to be where He is; to let Him focus His attention on us, and stay in perfect harmony of 
motion – not always the same mirrored motions, but always with the other in mind! Where is He, 
what is He doing, how is what I am doing now relating to what He is doing? 
 
If He takes a step backward, and we take a step backward – if He is suddenly not as close as we 
expect Him to be, we mustn’t be discouraged. Maybe we misread His leading and we should have 
been making a move forward, but maybe He turns and runs backward – let’s not be discouraged; 
He is not running away – He is setting us up for a leap, a jump, some spectacular move that 
shows of the beauty and potential that He sees in us! 
 
Either way – let’s pursue, let’s pursue! Let us follow Him deeper, further, onto the mountain of 
spices and loose ourselves and our preconceptions of what life with God can offer; for there is 
more! There is infinitely more! Let the dance begin! 
 
Amen. 


