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Date :   3 September 2017 
Series :   LOVE IN A TIME OF PERSONAL UNCERTAINTY 
Preacher :   Rev Stacie Gibson 
Readings :   Romans 8:31-39 Psalm 40:1-11 Matthew 6:25-34 
 

 
Benjamin Franklin, one of the founding fathers of the United States, famously said: In this world nothing 
can be said to be certain - except death and taxes. 

Well, I don’t entirely agree with him because there always have been and there always will be people who 
somehow manage to avoid paying taxes!  

But death, that you can’t avoid! It’s the one and only certainty in our lives! We all know that no matter 
what we have or say or do we’re not going to get away from death! 

Today’s theme is: Love in a time of personal uncertainty. 

In the Oxford English dictionary, the synonyms of uncertainty are: unpredictability, unreliability, riskiness, 
unsureness. 

I suppose the 1st personal uncertainty we experience in our lives is the moment we come into the world, 
when we leave our warm snug home inside our mother’s womb and suddenly we’re in the bright and 
sometimes very noisy world! 

From then on, at every stage of our lives, there are going to be moments and times when we experience 
personal uncertainty. 

I imagine my first really conscious experience of personal uncertainty happened when I was 4 years old and 
my mother went into hospital for surgery for cancer.  In those days there was no chemotherapy or radium 
treatment and nine months later she died. 

Many years later, an aunt of mine told me that after my mother’s death I used to refuse to go out because I 
was waiting for my mum to come home, so my life must have been uncertain for some time. 

We all live with our own uncertain fears about the future – concerns about our loved ones who are ill, 
struggles with the reality of pain and suffering in the people around us, corruption in society and our 
country, wondering what the future holds for our children and grandchildren. Financial security and safety 
are other big issues that can make life uncertain. 

Life is unpredictable and our lives can change in an instant, leaving us wondering and wandering, lost in a 
reality driven by our questions and anxieties of where to turn and where to place our hope – a few months 
ago I saw friends of mine whose son was killed in the Stockholm terror attack in April and you can see how 
life will never ever be the same again for them. 

God comes to us in our uncertainty letting us know that even when we’re unsure of the next step, even 
when we don’t know what way is up and what the future holds, He is with us and will never leave us. 

And God will be there with us in the midst of whatever happens. 

I know this for sure because about 40 years after my mother’s death I was in church one Sunday and, Rubin 
Phillip who was our rector at that time, encouraged us to go back to our places and pray for our families 
after we received Communion. 

I knelt and prayed for my husband and children and then suddenly out of nowhere I felt this overwhelming 
feeling of being abandoned.  

At the same time I heard an inner voice saying “I’ve never ever left you, I’ve always been with you” and I 
knew it was God speaking to me, not me then, but to the little girl whose mother had died.  
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And for the first time I faced up to my mother’s death and mourned for her. And a few weeks later I went 
for several sessions of prayer counselling and received healing for the loss I had felt all those years ago. 

Life is uncertain but God is not – we don’t know what tomorrow holds but we do know who holds 
tomorrow!  

No matter what happens God holds us in his hands. 

Today’s gospel reading tells us very clearly that we don’t need to worry about anything – instead we should 
seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

Seeking the kingdom of God is seeking the things of God as a priority over the things of this world. 

And we do this through: 

1. Reading the Bible, being familiar with God’s word: 
Reading God’s word leads us to salvation, guides our steps, brings us joy, directs us to wisdom and gives us 
peace. 
 
Tristan da Cunha is an island in the south Atlantic Ocean and is known as the world’s most remote island. 
It’s closest city is Cape Town and its main town is built on the flat area below the more than 2000 metre 
high volcano, Queen Mary’s Peak.  In October 1961 Queen Mary’s Peak erupted and there was an 
earthquake and landslide. 
 
The priest on the island at that time was Father Jack Jewel and he used to come to do history research at 
the Killie Campbell Library where I worked.   We were chatting about Tristan da Cunha one day at tea, and I 
asked Father Jewel if the people were afraid when the earthquake took place and he said: “Oh no – 
because that day at Morning Prayer we had read Psalm 46: “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountain fall into 
the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.”    
 
God honoured these people by reassuring them that they were safe and in his hands. 
 
2. See what our treasures are – Matthew 6:21 says “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” 
 

This is a simple truth – Don’t exhaust your strength and spend your days in providing for your life here on 
earth, but let your chief concern be to be prepared for eternal life with Jesus. This may sound fairly 
straightforward but it’s not really because we get so caught up in the day to day things of this world we 
forget to always put God first. 
 
3. Be guided by the Spirit 
In John 14, Jesus says “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you”, the Spirit of Truth will help you and to 
be with you forever. 
 
The Holy Spirit helps us to understand scripture and enables us to fellowship with God, to depend on God 
in every situation we find ourselves in. He leads us and guides us, empowers us and gives us strength and 
encouragement. During my ordination retreat, I felt depressed and full of doubt, very uncertain, 
inadequate, maybe even afraid. The psalm for the day was Psalm 40: 
 
“I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. 
 
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm 
place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.(v.1,2).... And then in v. 7 
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“Then I said, “Here I am, I have come ....I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart. I 
proclaim your saving acts to the great congregation...” 
 
As I read these words, I was filled by God’s spirit of peace, knowing that my ordination was his plan for my 
life. 
 

Seeking the kingdom of God means that – 
 

4. We Love God with all our hearts 
In Matthew 22, Jesus said: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment”.  
 
There are few things so universal and yet so challenging as loving God with all our hearts and souls and 
minds.  Really loving God means honouring Him, revering Him, and paying close attention to His desires as 
expressed in the Bible.   And not only are we to pay attention, but we are to obey.   
 
The Bible tells, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says”. 
Loving God means spending time with him, speaking to him and listening to him, building up a strong and 
close relationship with him.  You can’t possibly love someone you don’t know well. 
 
5. Love others and love ourselves 
And the second commandment is like the first: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  Loving God empowers us 
to love other people.  
 
The Commandments not to murder and not to steal in the book of Exodus are not just about refraining 
from evil.   
 
When seen in the light of the fundamental principle of loving others, they imply that we should look for 
positive ways to enhance the life and prosperity of our neighbours.   
 
The focus on love helps us not to settle for a minimum concern for others, but to reach out to them.   
 
In John’s gospel Jesus said: A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another”.  
 
Jesus is telling us that he is the perfect example of how we should love others and his love for us will give us 
the power and motivation to serve Him through loving others. 
 
When we receive God’s love, we can, in turn, love others and love ourselves, too. 
 
6. Receive God’s love 
Receiving God’s love is at the heart of today’s theme because you can only deal with life’s uncertainties 
when you open your heart to receive God’s love. 

God is love and he showed how much he loved us by giving his one and only Son into the world that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. That is real, perfect love.  

In chapter 14 of John’s gospel, Jesus reassures us of God’s love with these words:”  Anyone who loves me 
will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and will come to them and make his home in them. 
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Then a few chapters later, when he prays to the Father about us Jesus says to God: “I have made you 
known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in 
them and that I myself may be in them.” 
 
What a wonderful prayer asking God to love us as he loved his beloved son, so that Jesus continues to be in 
us and his love is brought to full expression through us. 
 
When we receive God’s gift of his perfect love, we can have unexplainable peace, joy, and confidence in the 
worst of situations.  
 
It’s often as if we can supernaturally feel His loving arms around us when we need comfort, protection, or 
feel anxiety.  
 
It is through opening our hearts and minds and spirits to receive God’s love that fear, worry, and the pain of 
rejection and uncertainty are removed and are replaced by God’s peace, strength and love.  
 
Monday – Clive in hospital, memorial service at 3pm., drove home to fetch my prayer book and sermon, 
tearful, handed everything to God for him to do! Lit 2 candles – for Bert and Clive – bookmark in the votive 
candle stand with the words from Romans 8:38: 
 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God – as I read those words and took them into my heart, all the 
uncertainty and anxiety I was feeling disappeared and I was filled with God’s strength and peace and most 
of all his wonderful love. 

I’d like to close with a story: 

A ship was wrecked in a furious storm and the only survivor was a little boy who was swept by the waves 
onto a rock.  

He sat there all night long until, the next morning, he was spotted and rescued. 

“Did you tremble while you were on the rock during the night?” someone later asked him. 

“Yes,” said the boy, “I trembled all night - but the rock didn’t” 

In times of uncertainty and difficulties, when we seek God, his love, his word and his way, everything 
around us may tremble but God will be our rock to steady us and guide us and we will experience his love 
and see his divine hand at work in our lives.  

Amen 

Stacie Gibson 

St Elizabeth’s Church, Westville 

 


