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Date :   15 January 2017 

Series :   You have a story to tell 

Preacher :   Rev Anthony Castleden 

Readings : Isaiah 49:1-7 Psalm 40 John 1:29-50 

 

This morning I want you to know that each of you has a story to tell of how God has worked for your 

good. They are not private stories but stories for telling others about God and Jesus. 

 

We stayed with Liz’ sister, Mary, in Reading whilst in England over Christmas.  She’s a committed 

and infectious Christian and she told us about something exciting that had happened recently. 

 

She knows a fellow called Steve, also a committed Christian, who lives in Reading and is an 

accomplished pianist. His repertoire is extensive. He plays from the great masters, he plays well-

known hymns and modern Christian music, he plays Rogers & Hammerstein and Lloyd-Webber and 

always without a score, seamlessly weaving Christian music into the secular.  He has a knock down 

piano and often he plays out in the pedestrian precincts of Reading and at various events. 

 

Last summer he was asked to play in Oxford and he set up in the throng of a busy square. Many 

stopped to listen to him as he made the piano come to life allowing God to speak in melody.  At 

some stage Steve became aware of a man hovering behind him. He was somehow different. Steve 

caught his gaze as he continued playing. 

 

His face was familiar but Steve couldn’t place him, so he asked the man, “I’m sure I know you but 

from where and how I can’t tell.” The man dismissed the question but Steve went on: “Yes, I’m sure 

I know you - are you on the telly?” The man shook his head and right then Steve realised who it 

was: it was Richard Dawkins, the renowned intellectual atheist, author of The God Delusion. 

“You’re Richard Dawkins aren’t you?” There was a faint nod. 

 

Steve said to him: “I guess we don’t have much in common” (mentally thinking of faith and 

intellect).  Dawkins brushed the comment aside and Steve continued playing, not skipping a note as 

Dawkins stood rooted to the spot – it seemed the music was washing through him.  After a while 

Dawkins turned to Steve and said: “This music is absolutely enthralling – I have never heard 

anything so captivating.”  There was a long pause. He pulled out his phone: “Do you mind if I tweet 

this?”  

 

Steve continued playing; another long pause; Dawkins bent down close to Steve’s ear: “I have never 

in my life been so moved as much as I am now by your music; never, ever, ever.”  Steve said nothing 

as he continued playing whilst Dawkins stood and leant into the sound as it wrapped around him.  

Dawkins stayed listening for some time. Steve didn’t stop playing or praying that this chance 

encounter might be the time for God to penetrate Dawkins’ hostile world. You see, God uses 

situations just like that to break into people's lives. 
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You can’t but wonder at God’s plans when you consider things from His perspective.  Has it ever 

struck you that where you happen to be and your experiences of God are the ingredients to make 

Him and Jesus real to those around you?  Yes?? Do you realise just what important a role you play in 

God’s plan?   

 

Isaiah recognised that for he wrote: And now the Lord says: it is too small a thing for you to be my 

servant to only bring back Israel. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles that my salvation may 

reach to the ends of the earth. [Is49:6] Yes, each of you are servants of God to bring the news of His 

salvation to the world! 

 

Now there’s just one thing I want you to take home from today’s sermon.  

 

You have a story to tell of how God has worked for your good. You need to prepare it, ready for the 

time where He provides an opening for you to use it. And God will get the glory and in Isaiah’s 

words: you will be honoured in His eyes. [Is49:5] 

 

Today’s gospel reading is from John: he was a modest disciple and seldom acknowledged himself. 

Here we read of two men seeing Jesus; he names one as Andrew; the other is John himself. 

 

Remember that these two were actually disciples of John the Baptist. As we read 
35 

The next day 

John was there again with two of his disciples. 
36 

When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the 

Lamb of God!” 
37 

When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. [John1:36-37] 

 

John and Andrew asked: “Jesus, where are you staying?” They wanted to know more. Theirs was 

not just a curiosity but a commitment so they went and saw. John is able to remember the details 

precisely – it was 4 in the afternoon. 

 

Now it wasn’t that John and Andrew jumped ship, leaving John the Baptist to go with Jesus.  It was 

because John’s teaching was so effective that John and Andrew immediately knew that Jesus was 

the one whom John had been preparing them to follow.  

 

What a great tribute to his preaching: 

• his disciples heard John;  

• they left John;  

• they followed Jesus. 

•  

Imagine that conversation between Jesus the Lamb of God, John and Andrew. The two must have 

been spellbound and enthralled: just as Richard Dawkins was enthralled by Steve’s piano playing 

and its Christian content.  We can sense the mood back then for the very first thing that Andrew did 

was to hurry off to tell his brother Simon and share what he’d discovered: “We have found the 

Messiah!!”  It’s like your brother rushing up to you, breathless: “I’ve won the Lotto – R15m – and I 

have to share it with you!!” 

 

That’s how compelling your message of Jesus to others can be – electrifying, riveting. It’s that sort 

of infectious enthusiasm that you can use to share the good news of Christ with others. All you who 

call Jesus Lord have a great story to tell about the exciting things that he’s done for you! 



 

Page 3 

 

I urge you to make a point of remembering those times when His presence was real to you. You see, 

when you have those personal stories ready, you can talk with conviction about Jesus. In the words 

of Isaiah: “thus will God’s salvation reach to the ends of the earth.” 

 

I remember vividly one occasion travelling home from Zululand, driving Dopey our Landy in heavy 

traffic down the Eshowe pass where the land falls away steeply on either side.  I was alert. All of a 

sudden an oncoming truck loomed in front of me in my lane – there was nowhere I could go - a 

collision was inevitable!  I instinctively swung the steering wheel away from the impact and I think I 

closed my eyes, expecting the inevitable.  

 

But in some way (it was surely God’s doing) Dopey was bodily jumped aside and the truck swept 

past whilst vehicles behind me split apart for it.  I shook with fright and then realised God’s mighty 

hand. The way, in an instant, He had jumped Dopey out of the truck’s path! There is no other 

explanation for it! God is good, all the time!   

 

But enough of me. 

 

Can you remember what the aim of my sermon is? 

• That you have a God story and that wherever you are, you can tell others how He’s impacted 

your life. 

 

So what should you do? 

• Maybe you remember a God event right now – well, prepare your story and make ready.  

• If not, ask His Holy Spirit to jog your memory for one, the polish it.  

• If you still can’t recall any – reflect on those occasions where something remarkably good 

happened because of a series of odd circumstances. They weren’t co-incidences - they were 

God-incidences to give you a God story to tell others! So go a develop your story for God’s glory! 

• Be alert - God will make opportunities for you to tell it. 

 

I remember that Eshowe afternoon as if it were yesterday. Because of it I stand here before you 

today and with it I will stand before my Maker on the day of judgement as I acknowledge the power 

of God in Christ my Risen Lord and Saviour.   

 

Can I count on your being there too and will others be there because of your God stories?  I pray 

that, for the sake of God’s Kingdom and because of your obedience, there are many, many, others 

with us both.  

 

AMEN 

  

 

 


