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Good morning, and great to see you again – now I am not normally one to encourage 
skipping church, but I really don’t mind if it means seeing all the more people here at 3pm – 
but nevertheless I’m delighted to see all of you here this morning and if you will make it back 
for my institution at 3, then what a joyful bonus! 
 
Two Sundays ago, we heard about how Jesus called his first disciples and invites us to follow 
in the same way. And last Sunday we heard about how Jesus begins his public ministry with 
power and authority that came from his relationship with the Father and today we see 
something different – we see Jesus’ ministry really take off with more people coming than 
He knows how to fit into the house. 
 
And everyone is blessed, everyone who comes to Jesus gets what they are seeking; healing, 
salvation, deliverance. 
 
This is one of those passages where we see Jesus’ ministry welcomed, received, eagerly 
embraced by all those around. It is early in His ministry, and He is revealing God’s intentions 
for creation: Freedom, sight, healing, wholeness. And people are coming out of the 
woodwork looking for Him. And people are being healed, find their sight, receive their 
freedom, become whole. 
 
I can tell you this; if that had been me, I would still be there in Simon’s mother-in-law’s 
house. By mid-next week I would have built a church there, and we’d have a healing ministry 
going – when you come into that kind of a blessing from God, you just have to stay in the 
good groove, don’t you? 
 
But this is not Jesus’ answer. It appears it was not Jesus’ everyday habit to get up before 
sunrise to pray because His disciples weren’t expecting Him to be gone in the morning, but 
also not SO unusual that the disciples didn’t know to go up the mountain to look. But His 
choice and timing doesn’t make sense to them – what is Jesus doing up that mountain now? 
All the people are down at Simon’s mother-in-law’s house again; we’re ready for a second 
day of ministry. 
 
But Jesus has withdrawn to take stock, to take direction, to take his true North. 
 
So when they come looking for him, full of their own expectations of what the next day of 
ministry was going to look like, they are stumped when Jesus replies: “Let us go somewhere 
else – to the nearby villages – so that I can preach there also. That is why I have come.”. 
 
Would I have had the composure to do that? Would I have stopped to ask the question 
“should we stay here”? I would have just presumed that God’s blessing on what we were 
doing meant that we were supposed to stay there and do that until further notice. 
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In ministry one of the hardest things to do, is to stop a good thing. Maybe one person is 
moving away and leaving the congregation – and that person led a ministry in the church, 
which no-one else can really take over. Maybe a ministry that used to flourish, has come to a 
point where it is a burden and not a joy. Hard though it can be to make the decisions, it can 
be made on a rational basis. What Jesus is doing today is not based on a rational thought 
process – that is not to say it is irrational, but that the process by which Jesus arrives at the 
decision, was not a process of His reason. 
 
Jesus withdraws to pray, He sets time aside to commune with the Father, to have His 
priorities realigned with the Father’s priorities. It seems so simple, yet we find it so hard to 
do. We stand here one month into a new year, and we will have decisions to do for how to 
shape the coming year of ministry. Next month St Elizabeth’s will meet in Vestry, which is 
when we all come together to set the course for the year ahead. That means that we are 
NOW doing preparation work for budgets and the like, reviewing what we have been doing. 
 
But when we are reviewing what we have been doing, it is so easy to just rubber stamp the 
past onto the future – even things that have frustrated us become part of our expectation on 
how things should be, because that’s how it has been. 
 
It is time to pray. It is time to withdraw and pray. It is time to take Jesus’ path of stepping up 
the mountain, away from the expectations, it is time to pray and realign our priorities. 
 
Someone once said, that if you want to know what your priorities are, look at three things: 

1) Look at your diary – where are you spending your time? 
2) Look at your pocket book – where are you spending your money? 
3) Look at your thoughts – what are you dreaming about, thinking about, worrying 

about? 
 
We need to allow ourselves the space to hear what the Father is saying; we need to allow 
ourselves the time to question our priorities. We need to re-visit decisions of the past. We 
need to do it each of us personally, but also corporately. We need to ask ourselves: 
 
Where am I spending my time? Should I spend it differently? Time is what makes up the very 
essence of our lives, it is the one and only resource we are given, that can never be 
replenished. Should I stop doing something? Should I begin to do something else? What is it 
You have given me to do and to prioritise in this season, Father? 
 
We need to ask ourselves: where am I spending my money? Should I spend it differently? I 
have looked at the giving records of St Elizabeth’s over the last year and I’ve seen a 
noticeable drop-off in giving. I don’t know by what process some of us arrived at the 
decision to reduce or stop our giving to the church, but I want to encourage every single one 
of us to ask the question again in prayer: where and how should I spend my money? What 
are your priorities Father? 
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Then finally offer your thoughts to the Father in prayer, saying “I spend a lot of emotional 
energy thinking about this, or worrying about that – how do YOU think and feel about this? 
Can You please help me see things Your way?” The only thing you can be certain of, is that if 
you’re asking the Father what He is worrying about, you will get a big silence as a reply, 
because the Father holds everything in His hand, He is in control, He is guiding our lives from 
our first breaths to the last and He does not worry. Neither does Jesus. 
 
We already have everything we need to prioritise what God is asking us to prioritise in this 
season, at this time. 
 
First and foremost we have His Spirit, speaking to us, guiding us, calling us. 
 
So now, let us take the next three minutes, to pick one of these areas – our time, our money 
or our thoughts – and to offer that area to God in listening prayer, hearing His voice, His 
guidance and His priority for us. 
 
Amen 


