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Date :   29 January 2017 

Series :   The Beatitudes 

Preacher :   Rev Scott Campbell 

Readings :   2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Psalm 13 Gospel :  Luke 12:4-7 

  

 

Matthew 5:1-12New International Version (NIV) 

Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount 

5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples 

came to him, 
2 

and he began to teach them. 

The Beatitudes 

He said: 
3 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 

Blessed are those who mourn, 

    for they will be comforted. 
5 

Blessed are the meek, 

    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

    for they will be filled. 
7 

Blessed are the merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God. 
9 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

    for they will be called children of God. 
10 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of me. 
12 

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
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Success. What a word. He did not succeed in life. His job is not a success. Her business did not 

succeed. Their marriage did not succeed.  Sometimes it just seems that the world watches to see if 

we succeed or not.  As children of God, God wants us to succeed in everything we do – but mostly 

to succeed as a child of God. 

 

So today we are talking about the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes is the first part of Jesus’ Sermon on 

the Mount. The root word is the Latin word ‘Beatus’ which means ‘blessing’ or ‘blessedness’. And 

if any of you have done the course ‘Search for Life’, Alan Meyer describes the word ‘Blessed’ as 

being ‘empowered to succeed’. So, after all that, we can read these wonderful verses on the 

Beatitudes as being Jesus’ teaching on how to live so that we have the ‘power to succeed’ as a 

child of God. 

 

Let us look at the first teaching in Verse 3: 

 

Vs 3: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven 

 

What? Why would God want us to be poor in anything? Well, what this phrase means is that if we 

are poor in our own spirit, destitute in our own self, without resources of our own to save 

ourselves, then we are totally dependent on the goodwill of God himself who has all of the 

resources necessary for us to be blessed, for us to have the power to succeed. If you think of the 

analogy of a beggar who has no resources of his own, he is totally dependent on the goodwill of 

the other person, the person who has resources – who can save him. So Jesus promises that if we 

are poor in our own spirit, we will inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, whereas if we are rich in our 

own spirit then we will be blind to the Kingdom of heaven. 

 

Vs 4: Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted 

 

Mourning in this case is not so much a mourning over a loss of something physical such as a loved 

one or a job or a friendship. It is mourning over the broken relationship with our father caused by 

sin. It is grief over failing God, it is grief over putting things of the flesh before things of the spirit. 

Those who mourn realise the awfulness of their past sins and are deeply sorry for them. They 

know there is no relief from their grief outside of God. Consequently, they place their hope in God. 

He forgives their sins, erases their guilt, and assures them of vindication at the Final Judgment. 

When we mourn because of our sin, we show God that we want to walk in his ways; and this 

draws a response from God – Comfort. We find comfort from God because Jesus died on the cross 

to deal with our sin. He wants to forgive us and set us free! So we need to recognise the things 

that offend God, mourn and repent. 

 

Vs 5: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth 

Meek is hardly what the world would see as a success story in the waiting. What images do think 

of when we talk about a meek person? To be meek is to be quiet; gentle; humble. The humble will 

have God’s favour. Now the world tells us the opposite. Take it if you can get away with it; to use 

others; to be strong; the tallest guys get the best jobs; the loudest talkers get their way. But does 

humility really turn us into doormats? Well, it depends on where that humility comes from. If it 

comes from strength of character then it can do amazing things. The reality is that the loud-

talkers, gung-ho types are actually very broken people.  
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Compare Donald Trump with Nelson Mandela. The humility that came from Nelson Mandela’s 

strength of character enabled him to do amazing things as an individual, to empower an 

administration to lead courageously and to bring hope to a nation. Now take a look at the 

resultant Donald Trump and what has happened in one week since his inauguration. Look what 

has happened since Mandela. The ANC’s corrupt, arrogant leadership has all but ruined our 

rainbow nation. The humility is gone. It is all about fancy cars, business trips away, excessive 

parties and weddings. Humility does work in the world – but it is just easier for for people to 

default to arrogance because of the brokenness in their hearts. Arrogance seems easier on the 

surface but it will kill your spirit! Humility means that we will inherit the earth because it places 

other people first, it respects, it calls us to collaborate, to listen and to honour. If you think of any 

worthwhile endeavour, it succeeds on humility and not on arrogance. The words of Luke 14:11 

give us some further encouragement: ‘For everyone who exalts themselves will be humbled and 

they who humble themselves will be exalted’ 

 

Vs 6: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied 

Righteousness is goodness, virtue, uprightness, decency, integrity. God is righteousness! We will 

be satisfied when we hunger and thirst for righteousness because when our longings are satisfied 

by God, then we will be satisfied with everything else. The only true satisfaction we can find in life 

is in relationship with God. We were designed to be in relationship with Father God. Everything 

other than God which we use to satisfy our longing hearts will disappoint us or leave us longing for 

more and more – and more is never enough! The person who you love the most will let you down 

– because they are human, your possessions will get stolen/broken/old and out of date. Jeremiah 

2:13 reminds us of putting our hope in ourselves: ‘They have forsaken me, the fountain of living 

waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.’ What a 

powerful verse – Jeremiah 2:13 in case you did not catch that. 

 

Vs 7: Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy 

So what is Mercy? Mercy is compassion shown toward an offender, an enemy; Mercy is 

compassion, pity, or kindness. 

 

We can’t expect mercy if we aren’t giving mercy. Right? If we judge people, if we sit on the throne 

of judgement, who have we kicked off the throne of Judgement? Jesus! So if we are sitting on the 

throne of judgement, how can we receive mercy? So how does this relate to forgiveness? Well 

mercy goes a lot further than forgiveness. Forgiveness is rather passive. Mercy is actually reaching 

through the offence to repair relationships and to restore community. Mercy is about treating 

people as they don’t deserve. It is actively showing compassion and kindness. 

 

Vs 8: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God 

The pure in heart are those who are completely undivided in their loyalty toward God and his will. 

Pretty steep hey? I can’t imagine that many of us will put our hands up to that one. So does this 

mean that we will never see God? Well here is the good news. By accepting Jesus as our saviour, 

Jesus heart is overlaid on ours so when Father God looks on us, he sees the purity of Jesus’ heart 

and not the sinfulness of ours. We will see God in heaven and know his love and his grace and 

forgiveness on earth because of Jesus purity of heart, not our own. Ephesians 2:8 confirms this: 

‘For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God’ 
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Vs 9: Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God 

Note here that Jesus is talking about peacemakers and not peacekeepers. Peacemakers are active. 

It is a bit like showing mercy vs showing forgiveness. We aren’t called to maintain the status quo – 

we are meant to actively influence situations around us so that there will be peace and wholeness. 

Peace-making takes time and understanding. In peace-making we need to hold onto grace and 

truth. We can’t beat people up and make them feel worse than they do already – but we also 

cannot ignore the real issue by going to softly-softly. The best gift we can give people in peace-

making is to lead them to forgive offences and repent. There is a blessing in actively making peace, 

rather than simply accepting the broken situation. 

 

Vs10: Blessed are those who are persecuted, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

So Jesus ends with a whammy! Basically, if we do all of the above we will be persecuted! But he 

encourages us. If we are persecuted, we will inherit the Kingdom of Heaven! They say that 

Martyrdom is the spiritual gift we only get to use once. Of course, persecution is not only about 

dying for your faith. It goes all the way from the light mocking to the call of death! This goes on all 

around us all day long. We don’t want to get a complex about it, but the Kingdom rejoices when 

we take a bold stand for Jesus. It’s costly sometimes living by Christian standards, because those 

who don’t know Jesus (and some who do) feel that it may be ‘over the top’ to take a moral stand 

on issues affecting us. Nats and I have a flatlet attached to our home. When we started renting it 

out, we had mainly co-habiting couples phoning up or coming along to view it and we had to reject 

them one by one. Eventually we found a suitable person – but it cost me two months rent. And 

the person who lives there really needs to live there. So when you do take a moral stand and come 

under pressure for that, rejoice because the Kingdom is yours. 

 

So which of these beatitudes speak most strongly to you? If you were to cultivate one of these 

most strongly, which would it be and how will you do it? And I challenge you to phone me and tell 

me about it or send me a text message or whatsapp – then I can ask you about it in a few weeks 

time. 

 

So imagine a church and a world who are comforted; who inherit the earth, who are satisfied, who 

receive mercy, who are children of God. If these blessing were ours and the world’s, would we not 

truly experience the Kingdom of Heaven! Now that is the power to succeed! 

 

Amen 

 

 


