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Date :   1 January 2017 
Series :   The Epiphany 
Preacher :   Rev Stephen Harrison 
Readings :   Isaiah:7-10 Psalm 2 Revelation 21:22-27 
 

 
Today is called the Epiphany – not strictly if you’re a sharp Anglican – it should be celebrated on 
Friday, but can be moved to today, the first Sunday of the year – its what’s known as a movable 
feast. 
 
In addition – and this answers the most asked question at this time of year, ‘When do the 
Christmas decorations come down?’  If you are Checkers, the day after Christmas. Actually the 6

th
 

of January, the Epiphany.  I thought I would like to share around the Epiphany today, so I exercised 
my right to move Epiphany to today.  
  
Epiphany – bit of a strange word – most often hear it in popular culture when somebody has a 
moment of sudden or great revelation. If a person suddenly gets some insight into why they get 
upset over certain things, or have a certain attitude or prejudice they will say, ‘I had an epiphany’. 
  
For us as Christians though there’s something very different going on when we talk about the 
Epiphany – for us it’s about the wise men in some ways – we remember the Magi coming to 
worship Jesus, they stop off and have a chat with Herod, Herod gets himself all worked up, angels 
appear to the Wise Men warning them to not go back and tell Herod where Jesus is. Connected to 
that is the slaughter of the infants in Bethlehem where Herod is trying to destroy any challenge to 
the political status quo. So it is about the Wise Men, the Magi. 
  
There’s something even more profound going on with the Epiphany though than just the fact that 
the three Kings from the east arrived at Jesus’ humble stable – it’s about the moment when God 
starts revealing Himself to the Gentiles. 
  
Up until now the Jews had seen themselves as the chosen race, superior to everyone else. They 
were arrogant and chauvinistic in their “chosenness”. The problem is, they had got it wrong. God’s 
plan for the Jews was that they were to be the nation which God blessed, not as an exclusive 
group, but to be an example and a model so that others would be able to access God’s blessing 
too. They were the people God chose to reveal Himself through so that other people would be 
able to see the glory of God. They should have been the most humble of people, and yet they 
became arrogant and exclusive. 
  
We can see this thing of God blessing the Jews so that they would be a blessing all over the pages 
of Isaiah 60 – particularly in verse 3 

‘Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn’ 
  
The Epiphany is the beginning of God’s move to shift His favour from an ethnic tribe to a spiritual 
tribe, from a nation constituted by laws, to a nation constituted by faith in Jesus.  
Again, we can see this in Scripture. God is speaking to His church:  
            “You are a holy nation, a royal priesthood” 
            “You are ambassadors” 
            “You are not of this world” 
  
Unfortunately, a lot of Christians have become just like the Jews – they don’t see their faith as life 
and hope to people who are hurting – they see their faith either as something to hide under a 
bowl, brought out only on Sundays, or as an exclusive club where we judge those who aren’t as 
spiritual as we are.  
  
There’s a warning here for us – God isn’t bound by our norms and expectations. 
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The Jews of Jesus’ day were utterly convinced that God was for them and them alone, what a 
surprise when they found that God was more committed to His Kingdom impacting people’s lives 
than playing the religious game. We may just find God choosing a new way of revealing Himself 
because the church has become like the Jews, more committed to their priorities than God’s 
presence.  We are never safe with God, we are never secure, we have never arrived.  We are even 
told in the Old testament that God will use the ungodly for His purposes if the Godly have 
abandoned a passion for His things. 
  
This Epiphany we also face a brand new year. I’m pretty cynical about new years and all that. We 
seem to hope that a new year will make things new, when actually things don’t change unless we 
change them. I think this is the challenge we have, not to celebrate a new year, but to celebrate a 
God who chose to change the plan and come to us.  
 
He saw that the people He had mandated to represent His presence had abrogated their 
responsibility and had become consumed with pride and one-upmanship. We have wired into our 
culture as a denomination this principle of celebration.  The priest who presides at the communion 
table is called the celebrant – the lead celebrator; we call communion the Eucharist – the great 
thanksgiving.  
 
And yet most often we have the feel of a highly structured, rigid, controlled, serious attitude to 
communion. Imagine if every time we gathered together for communion we were celebrating the 
new things God was doing through us?  
 
Let this year be a year of celebrating a God who chose to break down an old, empty way of life, full 
of religious stuff, but devoid of life and joy. Let us commit to celebrating God’s presence among us 
as we see His mighty hand at work in our lives. 
Amen 
  
  


