
 
 

Date :   12 February 2017 

Series :   Love Thy Neighbour 

Preacher :   Michael Abrahamse 

Readings :   1Cor 13:4-7 Psalm 103:1-13 Matt 10:25-37 

 

 

Today we are showing love to our neighbours from St Lizzies Pre Primary School, the teachers, the 

staff, the children and their parents. To bless them and show the love Jesus showed us, to them. 

So they may know the Jesus the way we do and know the comfort and peace He shows to us. 

 

It is coming up to Valentine’s day and so love is in the air and people are doing special things for 

the ones they love. As a church we are showing love to our neighbour but as people, as Christian 

disciples do, we show love to those around us. Not just the ones we love but those around us. 

 

What is stopping us? What has been holding us back? 

 

Loving others is easy to say but often means we need to extend ourselves. When we show love to 

others there is a pouring out, a giving of time and effort. It is taxing to love and often isn’t 

reciprocated.  

 

We had a pastor who used to come and preach at our church in Fish Hoek.  He had a way that use 

to show love to his new neighbours was by using his petrol weed eater and going and cutting the 

grass. This was a fair cost on to him in effort and time, but as the people moved in and were trying 

to settle and get their place looking good inside, the outside was taken care of. 

 

I always thought this was such a nice gesture of welcoming and love to the new people on the 

street. Why don’t we show love to those around us so easily? We are busy, we don’t have time. It 

may cost us and will take too much effort for so little reward.  

 

To that point, imagine if Jesus had said that  - where we would be right now? No it’s too much 

effort to have to go to earth and be potty trained, learn to walk and talk, flee from people trying to 

kill him; grow up as a boy, become a man and finally starting His ministry;   to then be laughed at, 

ostracised, ridiculed, spat on, rejected, betrayed and finally murdered - all because He wanted us 

to know the love of God and the mercy God wants to give us - all so that there can be a 

relationship once again between Man and God. 

 

It gives you a new perspective of it being too much effort. I am not trying to condemn you but 

reveal and shine light on the truths we tell ourselves which prevent us from serving God. 

 

Where do we go from here? What do we do now? 

Simply put, we show the love that we know from God with others. This will take time, effort and 

even creativity.  

 

This year I have tried something a little different for myself but I have tried to be more intentional 

about what I do and motives as to why I do things. Not just looking at the gym and trying to get 

stronger but to intentionally get stronger, healthier and lose weight. I have lost 3,5 Kgs in a month 

and I am lifting heavier weights than I ever have before. 



 
 

 

I want to intentionally connect with people and especially youth, and try to leave them better 

than when I saw them. I get to see four of my leaders at youth who I see growing on a weekly 

basis.  

 

I want to see people feeling closer to God than when they arrived. 

 

Finally I have really been trying to connect with people who don’t know Jesus and share the love 

of God I know with them, care for them, walk with them and help them in their journey. 

 

So I know a couple who I try to connect with when possible and care for them and help them and 

show a love that is unreal because I don’t want anything in return. Just for them to know Jesus, 

when I get a chance share my faith and what it means to me and what it has done for me. No one 

can argue with your faith and what it means to you. 

 

So I challenge you this morning to show love to those around you, find those people who don’t 

know Jesus and show them love. It will take effort and be tricky. Be intentional about what you are 

doing and the time and effort you are using. We are seeking for the love of God to be shared with 

all the world and to grow God’s Kingdom one soul at a time.  

 

It’s like that famous saying, “how do you eat an elephant? With a tribe, each person playing their 

part and eating what they can”.  How do we tackle the deficit the church is feeling at the 

moment? We do what we can, each person playing their part. How do we transform this world?  

Each Christian needs to stand up and do what they can do for the furtherance of the Kingdom. 

Amen 


