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Jesus’ disciples were a motley lot from mixed backgrounds – but they were all Jews. They may have 
been ‘unlearned commoners’ as Luke recalls, but they knew their Scriptures like any Jew would – 
and there is plenty of evidence of this in the Gospels; where we see the disciples’ deeply ingrained 
knowledge of Scripture come through either in action, in words or in their reflections. 
 
Such is the work of the Holy Spirit who, Jesus says, will teach us everything and remind us of 
everything Jesus said (John 14) and guide us into all truth – specifically that which Jesus did not tell 
his disciples while he was with them (John 16), And today Jesus comes and says – now is the time: 
receive Holy Spirit. 
 
Now imagine the depths of understanding of the kingdom of Heaven that the disciples had gained 
during their years of walking with Jesus – it was to be enough to sustain them for a lifetime of 
ministry as they were the only generation of Christians who did not have access to the Gospels in 
written form – except those who actually wrote them! 
 
Such was the intensity of their walk with Christ; yet Jesus says to them “I have much more to say to 
you, but you cannot bear it now … the Holy Spirit will lead you into all truth”. 
 
This is reason for us to humble ourselves, to put our hands up and admit: I have only scratched the 
surface of the Gospels. I have not glimpsed yet a fraction of the Good ness of God. 
 
Mind you, that is not me downplaying any experience of the Grace of God that you HAVE 
experienced; this is me saying: standing on the top of the mountain of what you have experienced, 
regardless how high it is, still – to borrow a phrase from our American cousins – you ain’t seen 
nothing yet. 
 
You might have stood on the top of Spy Hill and looked all around and seen what there is to see – 
or even from Table Mountain – but now the Lord wants you to see it from Mt Kilimanjaro. Or you 
may have seen it from Kilimanjaro but the Lord is taking you to Mount Everest. Or from there to 
see the world the size of a pebble in the Creator’s hand. 
 
I think you get the idea: THERE IS MORE. 
 
There is more, infinitely more! It is written of the disciples that Jesus “opened their minds so they 
could understand the Scriptures.” If they – who had the risen Christ standing in front of them – 
needed their minds opened – how much more do we need our minds opened? 
 
A few weeks ago, you heard me say at Vestry that we have four main areas of challenge right now: 
past hurts, our finances, issues of centralised control of information and power, and a breakdown 
of trust. I am going to suggest to you – unsurprisingly perhaps – that Jesus is the answer. 
 
But I am also going to say that in order to understand HOW Jesus is the answer, we need to listen 
very carefully to the question. Sometimes there is, in the church, the temptation to hope that Jesu 
will be the “happy pill” that takes away our experience of whatever bad thing we are experiencing. 
But no-one can hold to that after following Christ through Holy Week the way we have just done. 
That is not what Jesus does. Jesus takes whatever ill besets us, grabs it in an unbreakable embrace 
and drags it with him into death and out of the open tomb – transformed. 
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But we really need to pay close attention to what question we are asking, to understand how the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ brings the answer”! And some questions are easier than 
other. For instance, Jesus deals with sickness by healing. The Gospels are full of that. That part is 
easy. But how is Jesus the answer to these issues? 
 
I will return to each of these areas that we need to address as a congregation over sermons to 
come, but today I will touch on each of them, briefly. 
 
What do we do with hurt that has been caused by someone? That’s not a sickness to be healed 
from, is it? And what do we do if that person is sharing a pew with me? 
 
No, it is not a sickness to be healed from; but Jesus died to reconcile us to the Father – to reconcile 
you and me to the Father: us sinful human beings who every day give Him cause to turn His back 
on us because of how we treat each other and grieve His heart. Yet He did not allow that rift to 
remain but opened the way for us to be reconciled again. So, the question of how you and I can be 
reconciled when there is something between us is this: Jesus. Specifically, Jesus set the example by, 
being the wronged party, putting himself in a position where he would meet those who wronged 
Him face-to-face; spoke plainly but without malice about the things that were causing Him grief. 
Sometimes the ones He spoke to responded with repentance, and sometimes they hardened their 
heart. And Jesus struck the perfect balance between humility and steadfastness. He knew the path 
He was called to walk and never wavered an inch – but instead of going that path with a proud 
head held high in contempt for those who opposed Him, He humbled Himself, in the hope that 
some more would come to the light because of how He revealed His Father’s heart. 
 
This is something you and I can replicate – we can do what Jesus did to bring reconciliation 
specifically, we can make one of two decisions – and Jesus modelled both of these decisions for us 
– about any occasion when we have been hurt: 

1) We can choose to talk to the person that we don’t see eye-to-eye with. I know it doesn’t 
come easy to us, but, and take my word for it, on the VAST majority of occasions, the other 
person will not even be aware. And if the other person is not aware you are hurt, you can 
wait forever for them to come and apologise. That is option one – go talk to the person. Do 
pray first; Jesus did that. Do ask for the Holy Spirit to guide the conversation; Jesus did that. 
Do bring a friend along if you think it would bring a greater possibility for peace: Jesus did 
that. But talk to the person in concerns! 

2) We can choose to forgive unilaterally- that is option two. To forgive unilaterally, 
unconditionally, irrevocably. That is sometimes the only path open to us – in the most 
obvious case when someone has died, but otherwise also. Sometimes we make the 
discernment in prayer not to try to resolve something with the person it concern, and then 
this is our one remaining option. 
 

You will note that there are some things Jesus never did: He never went and complained to other 
people; the only examples we have of Jesus speaking to the disciples with caution about other 
people, it is about people He has already first engaged with in person. Complaining to other people 
is of course an option – it just is not an option that comes from Jesus. 
 
It is the most simple and most obvious step towards reconciling any matter – talk to the person it 
concerns: it is so simple and so obvious that the enemy spends an inordinate amount of effort on 
making us do anything but that. It is uncomfortable, yes, and so is pulling a tooth. But it is infinitely 
less painful than having the tooth rotting in place! 
 
We can trust that the Holy Spirit will help us with this – because Jesus died and rose again to 
reconcile us to the Father, and so that we should also be reconciled to one another. St Paul even 
puts it like so: “[God] through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation”. 
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This is how the death and Resurrection of Jesus is the answer to our hurt. This is how the Holy 
Spirit will bring reconciliation among us. Believe you me, when God begins to do greater things 
among us than we have seen to date, the Enemy will bring greater challenges to our unity than we 
have seen to date – so let us practice now on these small things that trouble us now, so that we 
can stand united against greater challenges to come. 
 
So far hurt and reconciliation. Now, there isn’t really a set order to these things, but let’s say the 
second area is our finances – Jesus is the answer to this also. Jesus has Risen ad ascended to the 
right hand of the Father, where He reigns as the giver of gifts, bestowing freely from the Father’s 
treasure all good things to His children. Spiritual gifts, material gifts, relational gifts, gifts of 
inspiration, gifts of creativity, gifts of service, gifts of commitment, gifts of belonging – and all of 
them in abundance. I often say that we already have everything we need to do what God is asking 
us to do today, because all God is asking us to do is to be faithful. We are faithful with what we 
have today, and we will receive tomorrow what we need to be faithful tomorrow. 
 
Sometimes we do need to shift our minds out of an attitude of lack, and I do think we have a little 
bit of work to do on that score, but that’s for another sermon. Suffice to say that in Christ, we have 
been reconciled even with creation and the curse of lack that has plagued us ever since Adam’s 
disobedience was left hanging, nailed to the Cross. 
 
Our third area of challenge is with our need for control. We all – rightly – feel a degree of 
ownership of St Elizabeth’s. I celebrate that fact because it comes when we say “this is MY church”. 
Of course, that is untrue in some ways, because it is GPD’s church for starters, and OUR church 
before it is MY church – but I celebrate the fact that we feel this ownership and belonging. Bat its 
best it is a joyful pride in the fellowship of believers in this place revealing and modelling the life of 
Jesus to one another! 
 
But there are things that have gone wrong in the past, in so many different ways that I don’t think 
any one of us knows it all – or even half. I tis very easy for us to try to control what happens in this 
church, as a way perhaps to limit the possible damage that any one person could cause; or make 
sure that at least this one area of the church’s life will work properly (and by properly, I mean the 
way I think it should be done) or… or… or … 
 
But Jesus didn’t cling to control of how His church would spread across the world. He did two 
things: 

1) He gave the apostles the authority to speak in his name, in Paul’s words, to go as 
ambassadors. Jesus gives the church the power to make and dissolve bonds in His name; it 
is a power of attorney that stretches even to forgiving sins! 

Now this would be plain reckless, if not for Jesus’ second act: 
 

2) He sends us with His voice inside of us – the Holy Spirit. Not only that, He sends us aided by 
His voice inside all the other people in the church too – and He is expecting us to hear His 
voice both inside of ourselves, and in the voices of each other. 

Both of these; the authority to speak in the name of Jesus, and the ability to hear His guidance 
com through the pouring out of the Holy spirit. Jesus said to the disciples before He died – it is 
better for you that I go, so that I can send you the Holy Spirit. Jesus actually considers the Holy 
Spirit a GREATER help for us than having Him with us personally. How about that! 
 
We need to make sure that we don’t create leadership structures that go against Jesus’ 
empowering the church foe mission! We need to give each other the freedom to listen to the Holy 
Spirit. Likewise, we need to share with each other what we hear from the Holy Spirit, so that it can 
be tested in prayer, and refined, and become fully wat God is saying to the Church! 
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And that takes us to the fourth area: Trust. When we share with each other what we hear the Spirit 
say in our Hearts, and likewise when we receive each other’s’ precious gifts in this way, it is easy to 
get hurt. When we entrust others with a vision that we believe in strongly, or with a ministry that is 
previous to us, then it is much easier to give a detailed instruction for how something should be 
done. I have spoken to some of you who lead ministries and when you took the ministry over you 
received a list of “you must make sure you do A, B and C” in such strong words that we have never 
even questioned why. Now maybe on closer scrutiny A, B and C are the right things to do – but in 
the handing over of a ministry, we must acknowledge that things will change. We must trust each 
other to take the ministry of this Church into whatever tomorrow will bring. 
 
But it stretches our trust! It stretches our trust, because the area of trust tangents the area of hurt 
where we started. It is hard to trust where you’ve been hurt – it is much easier to seek to control! 
And this is an area where we as Parish Council will have to lead by example in growing in trust with 
one another, and I commit that to your prayer as the new PC meets for the first time on Tuesday. 
 
And while we’re on the subject of trust, I now make this pledge to you. If you have a problem with 
anything I say, or anything I do, or anything you think I might have done or left undone – I will 
make time and listen to you. I will not shut you down; I will hear you out. And as you are sharing 
what you are thinking, and sharing what you are experiencing, I will explain how I was thinking 
when I was saying or doing whatever it was I have said or done – unless perhaps I did it 
unintentionally. I also pledge that I will consider carefully and prayerfully what you have to say. And 
then I may change, or I might not as the cause may be. But likewise, I might take the time to 
explain better in church what I am doing and why, so that what you struggled with might be less of 
a struggle for others; or whatever seems the best course of action based on what you have told 
me, and what I hear when I pray about it, and perhaps after taking advise from others as well. 
 
The only thing I ask is that you trust me enough to talk to me, because if you don’t tell me – I will 
not know. Grab me at coffee after church, send me an email, call Dawne and make an appointment 
or send a carrier pigeon – whatever way seems good to you, but come and talk to me! 
 
Jesus was open to being challenged and we see in Scripture both occasions when He changed His 
mind and when He remained with His face set like flint on what He know He was called to do. Jesus 
trusted his disciples to know everything He did and intended – and then He trusted them to 
continue the work without detailed directions, but continuing instead (literally) according to the 
Spirit of His work and nowt the letter of the instruction. 
 
In all these four areas I believe that we will be aided by new people coming to St Elizabeth’s. New 
people, both new Christians and more mature Christians. This is God’s gift to us in this period of 
#Change. New people always bring fresh eyes and if we are receptive to the gift of fresh 
perspective tat they bring, we can grow tremendously. I believe, and I believe strongly, that God 
will do that work among us; He will send us new people. I don’t know if we are talking about a 
dozen or a gross, but that is of secondary importance. What matters is that the new people will 
help us see what we need to see. 
 
And there are little things we can do to reinforce to ourselves that we choose to trust; that we 
don’t want to try to seize control – and we do want to hear and see what new people will bring as 
gifts from God. The easiest thing to do is to give new people responsibilities for ministries in the 
church: on the welcome team or the facilities team or as helpers on the Alpha course or whatever 
the case may be where they carry a gift that the church needs. So, I am determined to do just that. 
 
But I want to ask you to carry these matters in your prayers – ask the Lord to guide your own heart 
when you consider what lies before us, and as we go on this journey of learning to trust together. 
 
Amen. 


