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Date :   20 May 2018 
Series :   Always Unexpected 
Preacher :   Revd Anders Litzell  
Readings :   Acts 2:1-21 Psalm 104:26-36 Gospel : John 15:26-27,16:4b-15 
 
 
 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:9 
  
God always does the unexpected. Always consistent with how He has revealed Himself in the 
past, always adapted to the deepest needs of creation in each generation, and always 
different to what the people of God was expecting. 
 
Because even though our creativity and our imagination at its best is a conduit for the heart of 
God to be revealed in our plans and our thinking, even so we still only manage to give a dim 
portrayal of what God has in mind – until He reveals it in glory. 
 
We do not know how God will reveal Himself among us next, though we know some things. 
We know and celebrate everything we have seen of His goodness in the past and we praise 
Him for his care for us in the present. But the best of what has been and what is, does still not 
reveal to us the future. 
 
But we know this: 
We know the fruit of God’s next move among us is that our lives will look like Jesus, that 
together we will make His love known and that Westville will hear and respond to the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 
 
Because that is what God does. God never changes – but God is ever creative. 
 
The best is yet to come. 

Revd Anders Litzell 

 
In each generation since the first Pentecost, the people of God have reason to scratch their heads 
in joint wonder and confusion. The reason is that God has a remarkable tendency not to stick to 
the script (or well, not to our script – He writes the script, so by definition I suppose He sticks to it). 
 
It is almost as if that is part of the definition of what it is to belong to the people of God. Wonder, 
amazement, and the adjoining phenomenon: bewilderment. 
 
It was true before as well, in the days of the Old Testament, but not as an every-day, every-life 
occurrence like it is for us. 
 
There were major moments of God’s acts throughout history, and they formed the expectation and 
imagination of the people of God – yet with the arrival of Jesus into this world, these events begin 
to come with the regularity of the morning dew – but they also didn’t look like before! 
 
Had anyone ever heard of a woman becoming pregnant without a man? No! Well, the closes 
would be Adam, where neither man nor woman was involved! Yet that is how God enters this 
world as a human! 
 
Had anyone ever seen the Holy Spirit descend on someone and remain? No! Well, the closest 
would be the prophets who were touched from time to time by the Spirit. Yet that is how Jesus 
models human life for us. 
 
Had anyone ever seen healings – yes, but not like Jesus did it; en masse. 
 



 
Always Unexpected 

Page 2 of 2 

 
Had anyone ever seen someone walk on water, multiply bread or calm the storm? Well, sort of – 
but not like this! 
 
Had anyone ever seen someone rise from the dead – well, yes, but only for them to die again 
eventually: not to a life everlasting! 
 
As salvation history develops, and as we come onto the scene after millennia of God’s mercy being 
revealed, the work of God is rarely novel as in “we didn’t know God could do this stuff” or “we 
didn’t know God would wish to do this stuff”. We see God’s hand do good throughout the history 
of the people of God. 
 
No on the contrary ours is the time when we say “I didn’t see that coming – I’ve never seen God 
act like this – but now that I’ve seen it, it totally reflects what He has done in the past. 
 
So when the Holy Spirit falls upon the Disciples in the upper room, they and all of Jerusalem are 
amazed because they had never seen anything like it – this is the watershed moment, the grace of 
God revealed on an unprecedented scale and with an eternal permanence – and from that day 
onward the disciples expected the Holy Spirit to come on any Jew, because they had received the 
promise themselves. 
 
But then when the Holy Spirit falls on the gentiles a the House of Cornelius, Peter and the Jews 
with him were again amazed – but not as in “what is going on” – but as in “we didn’t know it could 
happen like this!” Peter recognises that the Holy Spirit knows best, and gets with the programme 
and from that day onward, we expect the Holy Spirit to fall upon any human, and the promise is 
expanded in their understanding – most unexpectedly. 
 
So my message this morning is simply this: Expect the unexpected. 
 
It is right that we pay attention to what God is doing and learn to expect Him to move in the ways 
that He has revealed Himself – but it is also essential that we keep our eyes open to see what new 
thing God is doing. In each generation and in each locality there is a new gift, a new Grace, a new 
expression of the unchanging love of God. We look for it expectantly, yet we will be surprised and 
amazed when we see it! 
 
It is right that we learn to steward the presence of God and find patterns in how He works – yet we 
must not allow our patterns to become so rigid that we miss the next thing God is doing; entirely 
consistent with what has gone before, yet surprising in how it looks in this place and at this time. 
 
The Holy Spirit is a masterful teacher and evangelist. As a teacher He finds ways to communicate 
that we are able to receive, given who we are and how we think and what our experiences are, so 
as to make the knowledge of the love of God our own – and like an evangelist He will find any crack 
in our armour of self-sufficiency to get inside; like water will find its way into any container 
submerged in the water through whatever cracks or openings there are. 
 
But let us not keep God to seeping in through our cracks – let us open the lid, and welcome Him in. 
 
So let us do just that – let us present ourselves as people with our lids opened, as we come today 
to receive the anointing of oil to mark the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
 
Amen 
 


