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The Journey 

Where are we going?  

Actively seek out God’s plan for your life. 

 

Jesus Is Baptised by John 

Matthew 3:13-17 
13 

At that time Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River. He came to John and wanted John to 

baptise him. 
14 

But John tried to stop him. John said, “Why do you come to me to be baptized? I 

should be baptised by you!” 
15 

Jesus answered, “Let it be this way for now. We should do all things that are right.” So John 

agreed to baptise Jesus. 
16 

Jesus was baptised and came up out of the water. Heaven opened, and he saw God’s Spirit 

coming down on him like a dove. 
17 

And a voice spoke from heaven. The voice said, “This is my Son 

and I love him. I am very pleased with him.” 

 

There is always somebody out there looking for our backing, for our affiliation. And likewise we will 

often look for somebody else’s backing. Baptism is our way of publically declaring that we will 

follow Jesus. That we repent of our ways, turn away from darkness and turn to the light of Christ. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading tells the story of Jesus’ Baptism by his cousin, John. But how does this work? 

Why does John get to baptise Jesus? 

 

Well, John the Baptist provided a baptism that served as a sign of repentance, but Jesus was 

without sin (Hebrews 4:15). So why did John baptize Jesus? 

 

At first, even John the Baptist sought to dismiss Jesus' request for baptism. He said, "I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to me?" (Matthew 3:14). John recognized Jesus was the spotless 

Lamb of God (John 1:29) who did not need to be baptized to show His repentance. He then 

consented after Jesus replied, “Let it be this way for now. It is right for us to do this. It carries out 

God’s holy plan.” 

 

Several factors explain why the perfect Son of God chose to be baptized: 

 

1. First, Jesus sought to make a clear connection with John the Baptist. John was the "voice of 

one crying in the wilderness" (Matthew 3:3; Isaiah 40:3) who served as the Elijah who was to 

come. As the one to announce the Messiah, it was fitting for him to dedicate Jesus for His 

public ministry. It was also fitting for John to be endorsed by Jesus for doing the public work of 

God – baptising in the name of the father, the son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. Second, Jesus' baptism connected the humanity of Jesus with the rest of humanity. Though He 

was without sin, He took on the form of a man and identified with human experiences. This 

even included His experience of being baptized, a practice He would later command of all His 

followers (Matthew 28:18-20). 
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3. Third, Jesus' baptism provided an example He expected other believers to follow. In Matthew 

28:18-20 we read, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age." Jesus began His public ministry with baptism; He 

ended His public ministry with a command for His followers to baptize others. 

 

4. Fourth, the baptism of Jesus provided the first explicit mention in the New Testament 

involving all three members of the Triune God. Matthew 3:16-17 says, "And when Jesus was 

baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to 

him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and 

behold, a voice from heaven said, 'This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.'" 

Jesus, the Spirit, and the voice of God the Father all appear at one time, revealing the 

uniqueness of each Person of the Trinity while affirming their essential unity. 

 

In summary, the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist included enormous theological significance. It 

affirmed Jesus as the Messiah whom John spoke of, revealed the humanity of Jesus, provided an 

example for others, and displayed a beautiful picture of the Triune God among the earliest followers 

of Jesus. 

 

So how does his relate to us sitting here this morning? Well, after much prayer and thought, I was 

lead to explore how Jesus’ significant baptism can remind us of our promises made at baptism 

and/or confirmation and how we can renew and reaffirm these promises at the start of the year. 

How can you know God’s plan for your life. What does God have in store for you this year? 

 

1. Walk with God. 

For starters, if you are interested in knowing God’s plan for your life, then you must learn to 

walk with God. You need to develop a relationship with Him. Christianity, different form many 

other religions, is all about relationship rather than just religion. 

 

And so you must cultivate your relationship with God. You must seek to know Him and not 

just seek to know about Him. 

 

You will cultivate that relationship best by spending time in His Word, taking time for prayer, 

and taking every opportunity you can to be involved in church and small group Bible 

study opportunities. Join or even better, start a life group; go for the beach walk on a Saturday 

morning, get yourself to the Men’s breakfast (next Saturday morning!). When you seek these 

disciplines in your life, God will begin the first steps to revealing His plan to you. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
5 

Trust the Lord with all your heart. 

 Don’t depend on your own understanding. 
6 

Remember the Lord in everything you do. 

 And he will give you success. 
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2. Surrender your will to God’s. 

Many times when we say we are seeking God’s will, what we are really wanting to say to God 

is this: “OK, God, here’s what I’m planning to do. Now I need you to rubber stamp this, all 

right?” I must tell you that this is not really effective in finding His true will. 

 

Before God will begin to reveal His will to you, you must be committed to doing whatever it is 

that He desires for you to do. God will likely be slow to show you His plan if He knows you will 

likely not follow out that plan anyway. 

 

Romans 12:1-2 
1
 So brothers, since God has shown us great mercy, I beg you to offer your lives as a living 

sacrifice to him. Your offering must be only for God and pleasing to him. This is the spiritual 

way for you to worship. 
2 

Do not be shaped by this world. Instead be changed within by a new 

way of thinking. Then you will be able to decide what God wants for you. And you will be able 

to know what is good and pleasing to God and what is perfect. 

 

Jesus was willing to die for us, so shouldn’t we be willing to live for Him? When we surrender 

to Him, that is when He really begins to direct our steps. 

 

3. Obey what you already know to be God’s Will. 

Many people seem to want to know what God’s plan is for their lives, but they overlook the 

fact that 98% of His will is already delineated carefully through His Word. God is very clear 

about many, many aspects of His will. For instance, it is clearly His plan that we abstain from 

sexual immorality (1 Thessalonians 4:3). 

 

If we do not obey the things that God has shown us clearly to be His will, why would we think 

He would reveal any further information regarding His plan for our lives? Obedience is an 

important first step. 

 

4. Seek godly input. 

One key component to finding God’s will is to seek the input of godly advisors in your life. If 

you don’t currently have 3-4 godly mentors, then I would highly recommend that you seek 

them out right away. 

 

Think of it this way: you should understand that you are basically a composite of the five 

people you spend the most time with. So, then, it is vital that you choose those five people 

well. If you choose to surround yourself with godly advisors, they will be instrumental in 

helping you discern God’s plan for your life. But if you surround yourself with people who are 

far from God, your hope of finding His best for your life will be greatly diminished. 

 

Proverbs 11:14 
14 

Without leadership a nation will be defeated. 

    But when many people give advice, it will be safe. 

 

The church is designed to help you greatly with this. I would encourage you to be in church 

every single time the doors are opened. The more you involve yourself with a community of 

believers, the greater your chances will be of finding godly men and women who can help you 

discern God’s will.  
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5. Pay attention to how God has wired you. 

God has created you to fulfil a specific role in this world. There is no one else who can achieve 

completely what God has purposely created you to do. 

The Apostle Peter gives us this caution: 

 

1 Peter 4:10 
10 

Each of you received a spiritual gift. God has shown you his grace in giving you different gifts. And 

you are like servants who are responsible for using God’s gifts. So be good servants and use your 

gifts to serve each other. 

 
God has gifted every one of us to perform a special mission for which we alone were created. 

How amazing is that? Wow! 

 

So, when you seek to discover God’s will for your life, pay attention to how He has gifted you. 

His plan for you will always be directly related to the gifts that He has bestowed upon you. 

The great news is that you will automatically be good at whatever it is that He has called you 

to do! 

 

6. Listen to God’s Spirit. 

I experienced a major turning point in my own prayer life when I learned simply to shut 

up while I was praying. That may sound odd to you, and it seemed odd to me at first. You see, 

I used to do all the talking when I prayed to God. But our faith is a faith of relationships, God 

needs to talk too. 

 

Use a notepad when you pray. Write down some questions or issues or areas in your life that 

need guidance from God. Then meditate on these questions. God will slowly start to flood 

your heart with ideas and information regarding one or more of those questions. And the 

more you simply do it and practice it, the easier it will become. 

 

John 10:27 
27 

My sheep listen to my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

 

7. Listen to your heart. 

In addition to listening to the Spirit, I also recommend listening to your heart. To understand 

my point here, consider the following passage: 

 

Psalm 37:4-5 
4 

Enjoy serving the Lord. 

    And he will give you what you want. 
5 

Depend on the Lord. 

    Trust him, and he will take care of you. 

 

I love this passage, because it shows me that, when I am walking with the Lord, He will 

actually let me do many really cool things that I actually love to do! When you are close to 

Him, He actually begins to shape your desires so that you desire the things that He has already 

called you to do. 
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So then, His plan actually becomes a super-exciting adventure. I always have the most fun in 

life when I am doing God’s will. And that is because He shapes my “wanter” to want to do the 

things for which He has actually created me. 

 

8.  Take a look at your circumstances. 

God often clearly demonstrates His plan for our lives by lining up circumstances in obvious 

ways. And He also shows us what His will is NOT for us to do in that same way. It is not His will 

for you to take the job that is not offered to you. If you are 5’ 6” tall and weigh 60kg’s, it is not 

likely that God has created you to be the next team member of the Sharks. 

 

Over the years, I have discovered that God is pretty good at opening and closing doors. He 

even did that for the Apostle Paul and his entourage in Acts when the Holy Spirit prevented 

them from preaching the word. 

 

So, even Paul had to face closed doors in his ministry. God often uses closed doors to show us 

clearly what He does NOT want us to do. And He also uses open doors at times to show us 

what He DOES want us to do. Of course, this does not mean that every open door is definitely 

God’s plan, but it does help to give you some basic direction. 

 

A Closing Thought: 

The next time you begin to ponder God’s plan for your life, I would encourage you to mull over the 

above eight keys. Use these principles to help you to hone in on His plan. And when you seek His 

will earnestly, you will find it! 

 

Amen 


